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My Background

❖ Education

• Temple University (BA in Education)

• Chestnut Hill College (MS in Applied Technology)

• Wilkes University (Ed. Development & Strategies)

• Neumann University (Social Emotional Learning)

❖ Over twenty-five years in CB:

• 3rd grade, 4th grade, 5th grade, 6th grade, and PEN

• Warwick, Titus, Mill Creek, Bridge Valley, and Butler

❖ K-8 Parochial School Board

❖ Recently served as both vice-president and president 

on the board of a small, local non-profit organization



Show kindness, 

resect everyone,

and 

judge favorably.



Subject Areas

❖Mathematics

❖Reading

❖Writing/Language

❖Science

❖Social Studies



Math

❖ Math In Focus, will be the primary tool for math 

instruction. 

❖ Bar models 



Elementary Mathematics 

Chapter Study Guides
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Elementary Mathematics 

Chapter Study Guides



Reading

❖ My View Literacy (integrated RELA)

❖ One class novel: “The Wonderful Wizard of Oz” 

❖ IR/Journal Writing

❖ Leveled Library

❖ Reading Homework



Writing/Language

❖ My View Literacy (integrated RELA)
❖ Narrative, Informative, Opinion, Poetry, Journaling

❖ Handwritten and typed pieces

❖ Spelling and Language/Grammar

(No spelling tests.)

❖ Handwriting







My View/ My Perspective

Provides comprehensive, explicit instruction grounded in 
the Science of Reading.

Allows for the teaching of Reading and Writing with a 
rich underpinning of research and rigor, as it inspires 
creativity.

Engages all students with authentic and high interest 
literature and resources.

Supports all students with differentiated resources.



Science

❖ Science Process Skills

❖ Units of Study:

• Energy

• Weather

• “Nature’s Decomposers” 

• Health & Personal Safety



Social Studies

❖ Social Studies Alive 

❖ Units of Study:

• US Geography

• US History (Pre-colonial to pre-Civil War)



Fear and Stress

❖ Anxiety appears to be increasing, for both students 

AND parents.

❖ High Stakes 

❖ When anxiety occurs, the focus should be on 

managing anxiety, the focus should not be on 

escaping anxiety.



enable EMPOWER!
❖ Giving students the skills to claim their success- no 

matter what their abilities.

❖ Improve one step at a time, success does not just 

appear.

❖ GROWTH mindset, as opposed to a fixed mindset.

A lifelong path:

It is the journey that strengthens and builds- not 

arriving at the destination.



“Eternal Skills”

❖Problem-solving

❖Creativity

❖Collaboration

❖Communication



Mistakes, Growth, and  

Disagreements

❖ We ALL make mistakes.

❖ The key is to grow from the ones that we make and 

to not glorify those made by others.

❖ Living “in the positive,” while using mistakes as 

stepping-stones

❖ Disagreements should not make people 

adversaries. A sharing of perspectives can forge 

connections and has a better chance for a positive 

result where everyone feels good.



Discipline

❖ “Bridge Valley Code of Conduct”

❖ Discussions with me during recess (10 minutes)

❖ The behavior, not the student.



Homework

❖ 50 minutes, on the average, per night

• Math, 20-30 minutes of reading, and occasionally, 
other subjects (such as handwriting and “studying” 
of content for an assessment)

❖ Unfinished class-work might also be assigned as 
homework

❖ PLEASE connect with your child about it

❖ If there is no homework, the assignment book will 
actually read “No Homework”

❖ “Missed Homework Notice” sent home if incomplete

❖ Enrichment homework is available on my site.



What can parents do?

❖ Engage your child, frequently, in conversation about 

concepts covered, as well as activities worked on in 

class.

❖ Encourage your child to work through any challenges.

❖ Contact me if school brings undue stress into your 

home.



Snack Birthdays

❖ We have a “working 

snack”

❖ Food items should be 

easy and safe to eat 

while working

❖ Peanut and Tree Nut 

Free

❖ Non-food items:

• Pencils

• Erasers

• Guest Reader



State Assessments and 

Grading

❖ PSSA Math

❖ PSSA ELA

❖ Trimesters

❖ Letter Grades









Things I Thought That I Might 

Forget, But Did Not Want To

 Trips: Ropes/Peace Valley/Philadelphia

 Laptops: Should be charged nightly and 

transported in its case.

 Bus changes need to be authorized 

through transportation.

 Self-Portraits

 Answer Letters

 (Please, no) Gifts



Communication

❖E-mail: dvanzant@cbsd.org

❖Voicemail

❖Sharepoint (in progress- calendar 
is active)

❖Newsletters (monthly)

mailto:dvanzant@cbsd.org

